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Port  Health  Administration. 

-  Vv  V*' 

PORT  HEALTH  DISTRICT. 

The  Port  Health  district  of  Preston  extends 
from  Formby  Point  on  the  south,  to  a  point  about  2,350  yards 
south  of  the  Victoria  Pier,  South  Shore,  Blackpool,  on  the 
north.  The  dock,  which  is  3# 200  feet  long  by  600  feet  wide, 
covers  40  acres,  and  is  approached  by  the  entrance  basin, 

830  feet  long  by  300  feet  wide,  which  covers  4t  acres. 


The  communicating  locks  are  550  feet  long  and 
66  feet  wide,  with  a  depth  of  29  feet  6  inches  at  high  water 
ordinary  spring  tide.  The  docks  are  situated  in  the  Borough, 
and  are  about  16  miles  up  the  River  Kibble  from  deep  water  at 
the  bar. 

The  quays  are  l£  miles  long.  There  are  170  acres 
of  storage  ground  and  37>489  superficial  yards  of  covered 
floor  space. 

The  dock  is  equipped  with  hydraulic  and  steam 
cranes,  and  has  ample  railway  facilities. 

The  cattle  lairage  accommodates  800  cat,le,  and 
1,600  sheep  or  pigs. 

(i)  Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year. 

One  thousand,  four  hundred  and  ninety^one  ships, 
of  which  sixty-nine  were  foreign,  entered  the  port.  The  details 
shoeing  the  tonnage,  classification,  etc.,  coastwise  and 
foreign,  and  the  method  of  propulsion,  are  shown  in  the 
following  tables- 
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(ii)  Character  of  grade  of  Port. 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic. 

There  is  no  traffic  of  this  description  and  therefore 
'Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens'  does  not  apply. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

The  principal  imports  are  wood  pulp,  timber,  stone, 
china  clay,  potatoes,  live  stock,  cement,  whiting,  motor  spirit, 
slates  and  roof  tiles, grain,  sugar,  bitumen  and  paper*  The 
principal  exports  are  coal  and  coke, general,  machinery,  petrol, 
bitumen,  scrap  iron  and  bricks. 

(o)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  vessels  arrive* 

Vessels  carrying  the  above-mentioned  imports  arive 

chiefly  from  the  following  foreign  ports:-  Gavle,  Norrsundet, 

Sundsvall,  Malta,  Oskarshamn,  Gottenburg,  Blankaholm,  Bremer- 

haven,  skoghall,  Vallvik,  Obadan,  Lisbon,  Kotka,  Skelleffea, 

Bremen,  Eggesund,  Rafso,  Skelifto,  Karska,  Karshamn,  Gefle, 

Helsingfors,  Karlshall,  Hornefors,  Hernosand,  Lulea,  Stugsand, 

Copenhagen,  Halms tad,  Pugwash* 

(iii)  Water  3upp1t* 

(1)  Source  of  supply* 

(a)  The  port  derives  its  water  from  the  town  supply, 
whieh  is  an  upland  surface  water  of  good  quality  and  well 
suited  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes* 

(b)  The  vessels  are  also  supplied  from  the  above  source. 

(2)  Hydrants  and  Hosepipes. 

Hydrants  are  situated  at  numerous  points  in  the 

quay  side  and  hosepipes  are  connected  to  them  for  supplying 
ships  with  water* 

(3)  Water  Boats* 

Water  boats  are  not  used  at  the  port* 

(iv)  Port  jealth  Regulations,  1933  and  19h5* 

(1)  Arrangements  lor  dealing  with  Declarations  of  Health 

Declaration  forms  are  supplied  to  H*M. Customs  Officers, 

—  3  - 


-  ..  - 

.  ■ 

./[r\  .  J  L  U.  .3  tViOlir 

•  •.  ,)  a  .  i.  1  ...  Jt  *:■  '  >■  o  »•  fin  -  l\  ’  -■ 

.  :  •  • 

,  .  <  >  ,  ■  ■■  * 

1  ...  «  •  t  t  :j  ••  -  7  •  •  t  •  J  *  '  « Vr  :  1  1 

;  .  «•  «  •  '•  •  1  •  »  ' 

<  o  •  •  ' :  un  ■ 

.  a :  ■  O  »  J'  :’ 


, 

t  *  t 


.  .  V  L 

-  -  ' 

-  ■  ■ 

....  t  (  >i  t  t  " 

?  t  <  t  ■  "i  <  «  <  v~‘- 

.  t  <  <  «  <  <  ' 

t  .  ,i  '  !  <  •'  '  -  <  ;  ^  - 

«  t  <  ■■  1  ' 

.  .  i'  v  '>  !  j‘ X X } 

;■/...  i 

.[  .,n  i  i.p  O..  U.  1  W  ‘Or.'.M  S  ••  *  i  "  ; •  ‘ 

.  r  J  t  '  '  K‘ 

i  . 

.  ‘  ;  ‘ 

.  ...  »J  •  -  ■  •  • 

...  ,  •  '  ' 

.  .  .u.  ; 

.  .. 

,  ■  • 

.  .i.  ...  •.  7 

J-  ;  1..,  ■'  'j  3  ■  V  ■  ,j  ‘  \  1  ' 

)  »  .  «■ .  • 


•  •  c  - 


-  k  - 

(It)  Pert  Health  Regulations*  1933  and  1945  (co  rtinuation). 

who  deliver,  eolleet  and  forward  them  to  the  Pert  Health 
Authority* 

(2)  Boarding  of  vosseli  on  arrival 

All  vessels  are  boarded  by  the  Port  Health  Inspector 
and  some,  Including  all  foreign  ships,  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer. 

(3)  Notification  to  the  Authority  of  inward  vessels  requiring 

special  attention. 

H*M.Customs  and  the  Pilots  are  in  touch  with  shipbrokers 
who  have  wireless  and  other  information  as  to  probable  time  of 
arrival*  The  barge  repair  depot  in  the  river  just  below 
Lytham,  about  9i  miles  from  Preston,  is  in  telephonic 
communication  with  H.M. Customs  and  the  Pilots* 

(4)  Moo  ring  stations  designated  under  Article  10. 

(a)  The  mooring  place  for  "infected”  or  "suspected”  ships  is 

one  of  the  mooring  bouys  in  the  centre  of  the  Albert  Edward  Pock; 
all  other  unhealthy  ships  are  "breasted  off"  at  the  place  of 
mooring,  discharge  or  loading* 

(b)  There  is  no  mooring  station  outside  the  docks. 

(5)  Particulars  of  any  standing  exemptions* 

A  standing  exemption  from  detention  under  Article  14  is 
granted  in  respect  of  ships  with  infectious  diseases  other  than 
cholera,  plague,  yellow  fever  and  smallpox  on  board,  and  ships 
otherwise  dean  arriving  from  Ports  in  areas  listed  under  Article 
11. 

(6)  Experience  of  working  of  Article  16* 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  exercise  the  provisions 
of  the  above  Artiole* 

(7)  Arrangements  made  fori- 

(a)  Premises  and  waiting  rooms  for  medical  examination :  no 
special  arrangements  have  been  made. 

(b)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons  and  clothing 

and  other  articles;  infected  quarters  are  disinfected  by  fumigation 

with  HCN.gas  by  arrangement  with  outside  commercial  firms  if 

necessary,  and  fumigation  by  sulphur  dioxide  can  also  be  carried 

-  4  - 


.  ;■  .  ■  <  :. 

« 

. 

t  '}}  .  .  ;  ’  /  .  i i  ’  .  / 


I 


1  ,  i  M  Jt  -  v*  >®i 

* 

>  PC  .  V 

f  Xi  ; 

f  .  «  ■  J.  : 

cl  la  j. 

' 

»  ,0  ;  ' 


. 


i  > 


•x  .  ;  y\'j:  J  ■  L 


-O  *  4  * 

30tX*f*iW  ■  ■ 

-  J>  ‘  i  ■>  ...• 

L  .  ,  J  J.  .  i  -  ■  j.  1  w  « 

.  .  .  *  •  ■  > 

.1. :  .  •  ).  .  .  -•  .  .. 

,  u  *‘b  J  o*-)  liii*  ‘  -  :J  -  x  •  -  '  ; 

-i-,,; ...  )  J..  ..■•  »  0  ,S  I.:  ■  JJ-"  *  L,-±‘  -■  t’*lC 

l0  M  „.J  J.,  '  i"  *<M*  a«irie  .  t» 

.  .  '  '' 

I  [•  j> ; <  f  ’  J*  -  •  I.--  •  nc .1  r-  -{  *  -i 

«:•>.  Jo  8'j'jjf  il  fy.oiJ-o.-j  ..  t  v  .L  :  l.  : nx 

,  j  ;  •  t  .  V,  ,  :>  -  k  •  y..  : 

■x  nebnu  featfail  lieu  jU  • 


. :  I* 


.  , 

.  ;  v  5  n,  j*i  .Ci  «  u  u'x:.v’. *  fllJU  X  r.  ^  ,J  1  . 


,  ,  ..  :  V  .  J  - 1 


JU*r  v:i  ti'j.i 

'  •.  •  i  • 


.  A  .  .  S±L 

.  V  w 

•'  !  O'j. 

.  .  • 

M  ^  J  ■*  * 

J 

bun.  a 

o  ,  - 

...  ->,j:  i  -  -i 

h  ■ 

Jt  ...a- 

,J) 

..  jo  cj  >  ...  •  :  ■ 

x  •-  i  J  .J  *i  >"  - 

3  i'A* 

iiEi  o  ,,n»  rx 

. 

v 

*  1  .  » 


-  ,  >.  f'j’r,  i:  ■  <  '■  >k) 


-  5  - 

(7)  Arrangements  made  fori- 

(b)  (contld)  out  by  the  Port  Health  Inspector.  Infected  bedding  and 
clothing  are  removed  by  van  to  the  Corporation  Disinfecting  Station* 
Argyll  Hoad.  Cleansing  of  persons  is  also  earried  out  at  the 
Disinfecting  Station. 

(©)  Premises  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  persons  for  whom 
such  accommodation  is  required  for  the  purpose  of  the  Regulations 


none. 

(d)  Hospital  accommodation  available  for  plague*  cuolera*  yellow  fever* 
smallpox  and  other  infectious  diseases;  cases  of  infectious  diseases  ar< 
removed  to  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital.  Smallpox  is  treated  at  the 
Joint  Hospital  Board  Hospital  at  Elswick. 

(e)  Ambulance  transport;  ambulance  facilities  are  provided  by  the 
Corporation  Ambulance  Service. 

(f)  Supervision  of  contacts;  contacts  will  be  kept  under  observation 
or  surveillance  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer. 


8  Arrangements  for,  baoterioJ.P^lc^JgX-^e&felQlQg^-^^ ,  . examination 
of  rats  for  plague. 

Examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  .Laboratory * 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 


(9)  Arrangements  for  other  bacteriological  and  pathological  examination 
Similar  arrangements  as  above  have  been  made  for  other  examinations 

(10)  Arrangements  for  the  d i a gno si s_ _and  jregtmen t  of  venereal. 

disease  among  sailors  under  international  arrangements. 


Enquiries  as  to  the  existence  of  venereal  disease  are  made  by 
the  Port  Health  Inspector.  Leaflets  and  posters  printed  in  English, 


Norwegian  and  Swedish  are  distributed  and  displayed.  Treatment*  free 

•  •  •  •  V 

of  cost*  is  provided  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

(11)  ftmentB  for  the  interment  of  dead.* 

Arrangements  for  the  interment  of  a  deceased  member  of  the  crew 
of  any  vessel  are  left  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  concerned. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  sickness  landed  from  vessels 
during  the  year. 


There  were  no  notifications  received  of  cases  of  infectious 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  Icont'd) 

sickness  occur  ing  on  yeas els  during  the  voyage  but  being  disposed 
of  prior  to  arrival* 

(v)  Measures  against  Rodents* 

(1)  atens  taken  for  the  detection  of  rodent  plague* 

(a)  In  ships  in  the  port;  enquiries  are  made  by  the  Port  Health 
Inspector  and  the  rat-catcher  as  to  mortality  among  rats,  and  any 
undue  mortality  among  rats  is  reported  to  the  Port  Medical  Officer, 
who  makes  the  necessary  arrangements  with  the  Laboratory  of  the 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary  for  bacteriological  examinations* 

(b)  On  quays,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 

port)  daily  observation  is  made  by  the  rat-catcher  and  in  the  case 

) 

of  any  undue  mortality  similar  steps  to  those  detailed  above  are 
taken* 

« 

(2)  Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  shins  and 

the  shore. 

Rat  guards  ere  placed  on  the  mooring  cables. 

(3)  Mff.ttoflg  ?£:~ 

(a)  Ships;  ships  are  deratised  mainly  by  trape  and  this  may  be 
supplemented  by  fumigation  by  means  of  HCN.  gas  or  sulphur  dioxide 
if  necessary. 

(b)  Premises  in  the  vicinity  of  the  docks  or  quays;  these  premises 
are  subject  to  poison  baiting  with  phosphorus  and  arsenic  preparations; 
traps,  dogs  and  ferrets  also  being  used. 

(4)  Measures  taken  for  the  detection  of  rat  prevalence  in  shins 

and  on  shore. 

A  whole-time  rat-catcher  is  employed  in  Port  Health  work,  and 
the  following  is  a  summary  of  his  work  during  the  years- 


foisoned  baits  set  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Caught  by  traps  on  board  ship  ...  ... 

Caught  by  traps,  dogs  and  ferrets  in  dock 
premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Found  £111*3  by  poison  baits  . 


•  • 
•  • 

•  • 
•  * 


6535 

19 

1009 

*221 


Total  rats  killed 


. .  3345 


(5)  Rat-proofing. 

(a)  To  what  extent  are  docks,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  rat-proof; 
the  major  part  of  the  ground  floor  space  in  the  warehouses  1b 


constructed  of  concrete* 
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(5)  Rat-proofing  (oont'd). 

(b)  Action  taken  to  extend  rat-proofing;  no  action  has  been  taken  to 
extend  rat-prooling  of  ships  or  on  shore* 


Rats  destroyed  during  the  year. 

(D  On  Vessels. 


Number  of  rats. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar, 

Apr. 

Kay. 

June. 

J  uly 

Aug, 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec. 

Total. 

Black  ...  ... 

Brown  . 

Species  not 
recorded.  ... 

Examined.  ... 

Infected  with  p 

lague 

- 

7 

2 

2 

1 

2 

- 

2 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

15 

4 

2 

(2)  I] 

a  Docks.  Q,uays 

•  Wharves  4 

and  Warehouses 

e 

Number  of  rats. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. 

June 

July. 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

r 

(  Total. 

Black  ...  ... 

100 

80 

57 

79 

92 

67 

100 

90 

80 

I 

85 

63 

20 

913 

Brown  . 

90 

220 

200 

150 

250 

180 

200 

166 

176 

90 

70 

51 

181*3 

Species  not 

\ 

reoorded  ... 

70 

37 

50 

50 

50 

20 

45 

90 

90 

38 

30 

- 

57° 

Examined  ... 

Infected  with  p 

lague 

i _ 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  am  Plague  ”lnfected”  or  “suspected" 
vessels  or  vessels  fro  .a  plague  infected  730  rts  arriving  in  the  Port 
during  the  year* 


•  • 


Total  number  of  such  vessels  arriving  . 

Number  of  such  vessels  fumigated  by  a. 02. 

Number  of  rats  killed  by  a. 02.  ...  ...  •• 

Number  of  sueh  vessel?  fumigated  by  nCN*.  ... 

Number  of  rats  kil^ea  uy  HON.  ...  . 

Number  of  such  vessels  on  which  trapping,  poisoning, 

etc. , were  employed.  •• 

Number  of  rats  killed  by  trapping.  . 

Number  of  such  vessels  on  which  measures  of  rat 

destruction  were  not  carried  out...  •• 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 

•  e  • 

•  •  • 
•  •  e 


2 
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This  Port  is  not  on  the  list  of  '* Authorised  Ports”  for  the  granting 


of  Deratisatlon  Certificates* 
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(ri)  The  Hygiene  of  Crews1  Spaces. 

Classification  of  Nuisances* 


Nationality 

Number 

Defects 

Structural 

Dirt, 

of 

inspected 

of 

defects 

vermin  & 

Vessel. 

during  the 

year. original 

cons true t ion. 

through  wear 
and  tear. 

other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  Health. 

British.  ... 

473 

34 

58 

Cther  Nations 

.  41 

mm 

1 

8 

In  accordance  with  instructions  given  by  the  Ministry  of 


Health,  the  crews  and  passengers  of  all  foreign  vessels  arriving 
from  European  and  North  African  Ports  were  medically  examined 
before  permission  to  land  was  givenC 
(vii)  Food  Inspection* 

(1)  Public  Health (Imported  Foods)  Regulations , 1 937  >  the  Public 
Health( Imported  Milk)  Regulations, 1926  and  the  Public  Health 
( Preserve ti ves, e tc. , in  food)  Regulations, 1925  to  1940.  The 


following  quantities  of  food  were  inspected  and  found  unfit  for 
human  consumption i- 


palm  Kernel  . 

Canned  Pilchards.  ... 

Canned  Plums . . 

Canned  Beef  •  •  •  ... 

Canned  Salmon  . 

Canned  Meat  &  Veg. Ration 
Canned  Steak  and  Kidney 
Canned  Fruits  ...  ... 

Canned  Peas  . 

Condensed  Milk . 

Dried  ;ifhole  Milk  Powder 
Banned  tongue  . 


11  tons. 
56  lbs. 
40  lbs. 
40  lbs. 
14  lbs. 

14  lbs. 

7  lbs. 

2  lbs. 

1  lb. 

6  lbs. 

15  lbs. 

1  lb. 


During  the  year  3 >625  cattle,  8  horses  and  one  donkey 
were  landed  at  the  port. 

(2)  Shell-fish. 

The  Preston  (Shell  Fish)  Regulations,  1923  forbid  the 
picking  of  mussels  for  human  food  in  the  estuary  of  the  River 
Ribble.  Since  the  Regulations  came  into  force,  placards  have 
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(2)  Shell-fish  fcont’d). 

been  posted  In  prominent  plaeas  on  both  sides  of  the  river  and 
at  Preston  and  these  have  been  supplemented  by  others  warning  the 
public  against  the  danger  of  their  being  used  for  human  consumption. 
All  the  fishermen  on  both  the  north  and  south  side  of  the  river 
have  been  served  with  copies  of  the  notices. 

The  mussel  beds  are  visited  regularly  by  the  Port  Health 
Inspector*  The  tanks  which  have  been  constructed  at  by t ham  for 
the  cleansing  of  mussels  are  being  freely  used  for  the  benefit  of 
fishermen  at  both  sides  of  the  river. 

(▼iii)  Canal  Boats* 

There  are  at  present  six  canal  boats  on  the  register. 

Sixteen  inspections  were  made  with  respect  to  lettering;  marking 
and  numbering;  separation  of  sexes;  and  sanitary  accommodation. 
Apart  from  general  dilapidation,  the  boats  are  well  ordered  and 
are  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring 
during  the  year. 
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